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Members Present: Keiba Crear, Las Vegas Valley Water District (alt. LVVWD) 

Randall DeVaul, City of North Las Vegas (CNLV) 

Gale Fraser, Clark County Regional Flood Control District (CCRFCD) 

Priscilla Howell, City of Henderson (COH) 

Dave Mendenhall, City of Las Vegas (alt. CLV) 

Tom Minwegen, Clark County Water Reclamation District (CCWRD) 

Peggy Roefer, Southern Nevada Water Authority (alt. SNWA) 

Randy Tarr, Clark County (CC)    

 

Also Present:  Doug Drury  

   Adrian Edwards 

   Shawn Fisher   

Sandra Harris 

Chuck Hauser 

Zack Hills 

   Ebrahim Juma 

   Tom Maher 

 

Michael Mamer  

Steve Parrish 

Brenda Pohlmann 

Jessica Schick 

Ed Thurnbeck 

Andrew Trelease 

Kent Turner 

Adam Werner 

 

 

1. Welcome/Call to Order 

Tom Minwegen called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 

 

2. Public Comment  

 Seeing no request for public comment, Tom moved forward with the meeting. 

 

3. Introductions 

Participants introduced themselves.   

 

4. Elect Chair and Vice Chair for the Las Vegas Valley Watershed Advisory Committee 

The Las Vegas Valley Watershed Advisory Committee (LVVWAC) elected to maintain Tom 

Minwegen as chair and Zane Marshall as vice chair.   

 

5. Approve September 9, 2014 Meeting Summary 
 Motion to approve the summary passed. 

 

6. Receive an Informational Update on Matters Related to the Las Vegas Valley Watershed 

Advisory Committee (LVVWAC) on Items that may appear on Future Regular Board 

Meetings of LVVWAC Members’ Appointing Agencies 

Gale Fraser reported that Clark County Regional Flood Control District (CCRFCD) is 

negotiating with the Robertson Partners Advertising Agency for flood safety and stormwater 



campaigns.  In addition, in February, the board will approve a short list of up to three 

candidates for the general manager’s position, as Gale’s last day is March 13.    Randall 

DeVaul reported that the City of North Las Vegas’s (CNLV) discharge moved to Owens 

Street and the Sloan Channel in November, leaving the upper reaches of the channel dry to 

correct the midge problem.  Tom reported that the board of the Clark County Water 

Reclamation District (CCWRD) will receive the final projections for channelization 

construction across the Las Vegas Wash (Wash). 

 

7. Approve the Fiscal Year 2015/2016 Las Vegas Wash Operating Budget 

 Keiba Crear (LVVWD) provided the update on the Wash operating budget.  Funding 

continues from the Bureau of Reclamation, with a contribution of $389,500.  Other 

contributions and grants total $32,650 and the local contribution is $686,489.  Keiba displayed 

a list of items in the budget including equipment and materials, training, professional services, 

office lease, salaries and benefits and the research and studies budget for a total operating 

budget of $1,108,639.  A breakdown of the local contribution is 40% from wholesale delivery 

for an amount of $274,596; dischargers contribute 40% (City of Henderson, 13%, CCWRD, 

54.4%, City of Las Vegas, 23.7% and CNLV, 8.9%); Clark County contributes 10% and the 

CCRFCD contributes 10%.  The five-year projections show that the research and studies 

budget is basically to cover compliance requirements.  The efforts in the Wash should be 

complete by 2020 and at that time, long-term operating will be the main focus.  Randall 

thanked Keiba for her visit to LVVWAC members to ensure their understanding of the budget, 

the structure of the LVVWAC and Wash project.  LVVWAC members thanked staff for all 

their efforts.  This item passed.   

 

8. Approve the Las Vegas Wash Capital Improvements Plan 

 This item will be held until a future meeting.  

 

9. Receive Update on Separate Stormwater Sewer Systems (MS 4) Program Audit and 

Results  

Ebrahim Juma stated that Nevada Division of  Environmental Protection (NDEP) will release 

the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System storm water audit in March.    

 

10. Receive Update on SNWA Intake No. 3 and Water Quality Concerns Related to Lower 

Lake Elevations  

Peggy Roefer reported that the tunnel is complete to the intake structure and the intake is 

expected to be in use by July 15.  Currently the tunnel boring machine is being disassembled 

and water quality sampling has begun at the intake location.  The Integrated Resource 

Planning Advisory Committee recommended that the Southern Nevada Water Authority begin 

the design of a low level pumping station that could pump water at a lake level of 860 feet.  

  

11. Receive Presentation on Sloan Channel Improvements 
Michael Mamer, Clark County Public Works (CCPW) presented on the discharge pipeline for 

the CNLV treatment facility.  The pipeline is located on the east side of town from Carey 

Avenue down to Vegas Valley Drive and discharges into the Wash.  It is being constructed to 

correct a midge problem in the northeast valley.  The project is a collaboration between 

CNLV, Clark County, and CCRFCD along with Atkins, Louis Berger, Tand General 

Contracting and Jensen Precast.  The project used 4’x4’ culvert boxes to avoid service and 

utility lines.  In some locations, based on flows, the culvert is in the ground; in other locations, 



half in the ground, and half out of the ground.  The original contract was for $10,570,475 and 

so far, $7,110,379 has been spent.  The project was slated for 360 original calendar days with 

35 additional days granted for weather and conflicts.  To date, only 70% of the time and 66% 

of the money has been used, and it looks like the contractor will finish on time. 

 

12. Receive Presentation on Clark County Water Reclamation District Channelization 

 Adam Werner, CCWRD, presented.  The treatment plant at the Flamingo Water Resource 

Center is bisected by the Wash with facilities east of the Wash and the main campus west of 

the Wash.  An important aspect of the project is to protect the infrastructure that runs 

underground between the two locations.  In addition, access is compromised during storm 

events.   Other drivers for the project include addressing safety issues and increasing land 

available for future expansion.  In addition, this is CCWRD’s second construction manager at 

risk (CMAR) project.   The project is not without complexities including:  flooding during 

construction; CCRFCD funding and future ownership; CCPW project review and future 

maintenance; NDEP dewatering permits; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permitting; 

internal/external facilities, i.e., CCWRD lines, SNWA lateral and Southwest Gas high pressure 

line; mimicking current conditions to mitigate impacts to the Wetlands Park; collaboration 

with land ownership between City of Las Vegas, CCWRD and CCRFCD; and the proximity 

during construction for the homeowners’ associations in the area.  The expected need is 158 

dewatering wells in order to get water levels down enough to complete the project.  Atkins has 

delivered the 60% submittal and Las Vegas Paving is on board as the CMAR.  Construction is 

scheduled to begin in the winter of 2015 with expected completion in the summer of 2018. 

 

13. Review and Discuss the LVVWAC Goals and Strategies and Prioritize Future Actions 

 Tom began by reminding members that this item has been in discussion multiple times, but as 

members have changed, it is necessary to review the documents again to ensure everyone is 

familiar with them.  Peggy Roefer presented on this item.   In 2009, the Regional Water 

Quality Plan was developed with a mission, goals, strategies, and implementation plans, and it 

was adopted by all LVVWAC members’ boards.  In 2011, the Annual Operating Plan was 

created and tactics were developed to meet the goals, strategies, and implementation plans.  

Those tactics were assigned to the appropriate agency.  In 2012, the Regional Water Quality 

Plan was rewritten to remove references to the Clean Water Coalition.  It was also restructured 

so that it included only the goals, and a separate Strategies Document was created that 

included the strategies and implementation plans.  Instead of tactics, an Accomplishments 

Document was written for the years 2011, 2012, and 2013.   Tom led the discussion and 

members discussed each goal and strategy.  Staff will email all of the documents to members, 

which are also available on snwa.com.  Tom suggested reviewing and prioritizing the goals 

and strategies.  Gale suggested reviewing goals in pairs over multiple meetings.   At the next 

meeting, members will review Goals 1 and 2 and refresh the strategies.   

 

14. Set Next Meeting Date and Propose Items for the Next Meeting’s Agenda 

 The next meeting is scheduled for February 10, 2015.  Items to be addressed at the next 

meeting include discussion of LVVWAC Goals 1 and 2 and strategies for those goals.   

 

15. Public Comment 
 There were no comments.  Meeting adjourned. 


