






SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

REGULAR MEETING 
JULY 16, 2015 

MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER 9:05 a.m., Colorado River Conference Rooms, Southern Nevada Water 
Authority, 100 City Parkway, Seventh Floor, Las Vegas, Nevada 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT Mary Beth Scow, Chair  
Sam Bateman, Vice Chair (Present for items 1-14) 

    Susan Brager  
    Bob Coffin  
    Duncan McCoy 
    Steve Sisolak 

Anita Wood 
      
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT  None 
         
STAFF PRESENT John Entsminger, Greg Walch, Julie Wilcox, Dave Johnson, Marc Jensen, 

Scott Krantz 
   
OTHERS PRESENT None 
   
Unless otherwise indicated, all members present voted in the affirmative. 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
For complete comments, audio is available online at snwa.com 

Stelma Abril with Entravision stated that she has enjoyed working alongside HCI, and hopes to continue working 
with them in the future. 

Ramiro Lopez with Telemundo thanked HCI for their hard work and outreach toward the Hispanic community. 

Chris Jordan with Azteka TV thanked HCI for their involvement within the Hispanic community, and hopes to 
work with them again. 

Emilia Guanachea with R.E.A.C.H: Research Education and Access in Community Health has worked with HCI for 
the past seven years and was pleased with their competency of the Hispanic Community. 

 

1. For Possible Action: Approval of Agenda & Minutes 

FINAL ACTION: A motion was made by Director Brager to approve the meeting’s agenda and the meeting 
minutes of May 21, 2015. 

2. For Possible Action: Appoint a chairman and vice chairman to preside over the Board of Directors for 
fiscal year 2015/2016, and appoint three directors to serve as commissioners of the Colorado River 
Commission for one-year terms. 

Director Brager made a motion to nominate Mary Beth Scow as chairwoman, Sam Bateman as vice chair, 
and directors Steve Sisolak, Duncan McCoy, and Sam Bateman to serve as commissioners of the Colorado 
River Commission (CRC).  Director Coffin expressed concern with the motion, and asked if nominations 
were still open.  General Counsel Greg Walch noted that the Board must vote on the motion on the floor.  If 
that vote failed, another motion could be made.   

ACTION:   Director Bateman moved to call for the question.  The call for the question was approved, 
with Director Coffin voting no. 

FINAL ACTION: The motion was approved, with Director Coffin voting no. 
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CONSENT AGENDA  Items 3 - 8 are routine and can be taken in one motion unless a Director requests that         
an item be taken separately. 

3. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign three amendments to 
existing agreements between the Moapa Valley Water District and the Authority:  1) First 
Amendment to Moapa Transmission System Design, Construction, Operation and Maintenance 
Agreement; 2) First Amendment to Cooperative Agreement; and 3) First Amendment to 
Memorandum of Understanding Regarding the Development of Coyote Spring Groundwater 
Resources. 

4. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign Change Order No. 24 to 
Contract No. 070F 01 C1, Lake Mead Intake No. 3 Shafts and Tunnel, and extend the final 
completion date by 77 calendar days. 

5. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the Chair to sign an amendment to the existing 
agreement between Montgomery Watson/CH2M Hill and the Authority for lead design engineering 
services for the Authority’s capital improvement program. 

6. For Possible Action: Approve a subgrant agreement between the Nevada Division of Environmental 
Protection and the Authority to accept grant funding for regional water quality activities and related 
public outreach initiatives. 

7. For Possible Action: Approve an interlocal agreement between the Nevada Department of Wildlife 
and the Authority to accept grant funding for ecological restoration of streams on the Warm Springs 
Natural Area that are habitat for the endangered Moapa dace. 

8. For Possible Action: Approve a resolution authorizing the submission of a grant proposal to the 
Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART: Drought Resiliency Project Grants for Fiscal Year 2015. 

FINAL ACTION: A motion was made by Director Brager to follow staff’s recommendations. The motion was 
approved. 

BUSINESS AGENDA 

9. For Possible Action: Adopt the 2015 Las Vegas Wash Capital Improvements Plan. 

Chairwoman Scow stated that she hoped that the Authority will continue working alongside the federal 
government to improve some of the issues present in the lower wash. Mr. Entsminger confirmed they will 
do so.  

FINAL ACTION: A motion was made by Director Brager to follow staff’s recommendation. The motion was 
approved. 

10. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign the Consent and Agreement 
among River Mountains Solar, LLC, Deutsche Bank Trust Company Americas, and the Authority; 
and the Acknowledgement and Confirmation and First Amendment to the Solar Project Power 
Purchase Agreement between River Mountains Solar, LLC, and the Authority; and authorize the 
General Manager to execute ministerial documents and other agreements necessary to effectuate the 
transaction and/or other terms of the Solar Project Power Purchase Agreement on the same 
substantive terms already approved by the Board. 

FINAL ACTION: A motion was made by Director McCoy to follow staff’s recommendations. The motion was 
approved. 

11. For Possible Action:  Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign a Water Service 
Agreement between the City of North Las Vegas and the Authority regarding water service to 
Garnet Valley and the Apex area. 

FINAL ACTION: A motion was made by Director Brager to follow staff’s recommendation. The motion was 
approved. 
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12. For Possible Action: Authorize the General Counsel to intervene in Public Utility Commission Docket 
15-07004, Nevada Power Company’s Triennial Integrated Resource Plan. 

FINAL ACTION: A motion was made by Director Wood to follow staff’s recommendation. The motion was 
approved. 

13. For Possible Action: Authorize the General Manager to negotiate and execute: 1) an amendment(s) to 
the Agreement for a Pilot Program for Funding the Creation of Colorado River System Water 
through Voluntary Water Conservation and Reductions in Use; and 2) miscellaneous agreements to 
effectuate the Colorado River System Conservation Pilot Program and to secure additional federal 
grants.             

Director Coffin noted California’s perceived lack of conservation strategies and felt that he wasn’t sure 
about allocating Authority resources to benefit California. Mr.Entsminger replied that Nevada has 
developed advanced conservation strategies over the years and that helping California was beneficial for all 
seven states that rely on the Colorado.  He continued by stating that the actions taken have helped maintain 
Lake Powell’s power generation stations and have help maintain Lake Mead’s water elevation. Director 
Coffin felt the Authority should not contribute its resources to benefit other states. Director McCoy 
respectfully disagreed and noted that as one of the seven states dependent upon resources from the 
Colorado, all states must work together to find compromise. Director Sisolak echoed Director McCoy’s 
remarks, and noted that other items can be gained, such as technical expertise. 

FINAL ACTION: A motion was made by Director McCoy to follow staff’s recommendation. The motion was 
approved with Director Coffin voting no. 

14. For Possible Action:  Receive an update on conservation efforts and authorize the General Manager, 
or his designee, to temporarily increase incentive rates to an amount not to exceed $2.00 per square 
foot for the Authority’s Water Smart Landscapes Program to strengthen program participation. 

Mr. Entsminger gave a presentation, which is attached to these minutes. Following his presentation, 
Director Brager asked how the Authority would work with a resident who had previously taken advantage 
of the turf conversion rebate program, but wants to revert to turf. Mr. Entsminger noted that the Authority 
would work a homeowner who wants to refund their rebate fee to install grass, should their needs change. 

Director Wood asked if the turf conversion program extended to the backyard as well. Mr. Entsminger 
confirmed it does. 

Director Coffin reported that he participated in the program, which has saved him money over the long-
term, but noted that his bill has increased due to increases to rates and charges. Director Coffin asked how 
the rebate amount was determined. Mr. Entsminger reported that the Authority maintains data, which 
influences how the rebate is established. 

FINAL ACTION: A motion was made by Director Wood to follow staff’s recommendation with Director 
Coffin voting no. The motion was approved. 

15. For Possible Action: Approve a professional services agreement between R&R Partners, Inc., and the 
Authority to provide integrated marketing, communications and public outreach services for the 
Authority’s water efficiency public education campaign and comprehensive water conservation 
initiatives, with the option to renew the agreement for five additional one-year periods and authorize 
an increase not to exceed 10 percent for each renewal term. 

Randy Snow from R&R Partners gave a presentation about his firm’s work with the Authority; a copy of 
which is attached to these minutes. Mr. Snow indicated that R&R would partner with HCI to facilitate 
public outreach to the Hispanic community. 

Some of the Board members expressed concern that the advertisements were a bit racy and could 
potentially lead to discomfort among certain members of the community. Other directors noted the 
feedback and effectiveness of the advertisements. 

Director Sisolak asked if there were alternatives to irrigation clocks, such as rain-sensing clocks or 
humidty-sensors that turn off clocks in wet weather. Mr. Entsminger reported that such clocks are on the 
market, but at a higher price than typical irrigation clocks. 
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Director Sisolak asked Mr. Snow if focus groups are used before moving forward advertisements. Mr. 
Snow confirmed that focus groups are used before any advertisement is rolled out, but the proposed 
campaign has not been concept tested. 

Director Wood recognized the importance of Hispanic outreach in these types of efforts, and recognized 
HCI’s work in the community. 

Director Sisolak offered the idea of utilizing the existing contract to promote rain-sensing clocks. 

Director McCoy recognized the effectiveness of the campaigns, and recognized the significance of reaching 
out to the community’s growing Hispanic population. 

FINAL ACTION: A motion was made by Director Brager to follow staff’s recommendation. The motion was 
approved. 

16. For Information Only: Receive an update from staff on water resources including, but not limited to, 
drought conditions in the Colorado River Basin, the results of the implementation of the Authority’s 
Water Resource and Conservation Plans, activities on the Colorado River, the development of in-
state water resources, and the status of construction activities near Lake Mead. 

Mr. Entsminger reported that the Colorado River has experienced one of the most variable years in terms of 
hydrology with a very wet May in the Colorado Rockies. 

NO ACTION TAKEN. 

Public Comment 
There were no persons wishing to speak. 

Adjournment   
There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting adjourned at 10:32 a.m.   

APPROVED: 
 
 
____________________________     ________________________________ 
Mary Beth Scow, Chair       John J. Entsminger, General Manager 

 
Copies of all original agenda items and minutes, including all attachments, are on file in the General Manager’s office at the 

 Las Vegas Valley Water District, 1001 South Valley View Boulevard, Las Vegas, Nevada. 
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