
DESERT DISCOVERY

Free school tours: The Springs Preserve offers free, 
interactive tours for school groups year-round. Teachers, please 
call 702-822-7748 for details.

Printed on recycled paper.  

Desert Discovery is a publication of the Southern Nevada Water 
Authority. Learn more about water and your desert environment  
at our websites.
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GRADES 3-5AWESOME DESERT ADAPTATIONS
Fitting in with your environment—that’s what adaptations are all about!

Our Las Vegas Valley is part of the hot and dry Mojave Desert. We have 
air conditioners in our homes and schools to keep us cool. Can you think 
of other modern inventions that help us to fit in here in the desert?

People may invent a solution to make desert living better—such  
as air conditioning or solar power. We also can change our behavior.  
We might drink more water on a hot day or swim to stay cool.  
These are adaptations, or changes we make to live more comfortably 
in the desert.

Desert animals and plants adapt in different ways. Over hundreds 
and thousands of years, their bodies as well as their behaviors have 
slowly changed. For example, a cactus can live with very little 
water. A desert cottontail rabbit (at right) has developed large 
ears that help release heat to keep it cooler.

Let’s explore some ways that humans, animals and plants 
adapt to live in the desert.

Learn more

Read:	 Desert Animal Adaptations by Julie Ann Murphy

	 Why Oh Why Are Deserts Dry? All About Deserts  
(part of the Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library series) by Tish Rabe

Log on:	 desertusa.com

	 solardecathlon.unlv.edu

	 watchknowlearn.org/Category.aspx?CategoryID=2855 
(cool videos on animal adaptations)

STAYING SMART IN THE DESERT!

DesertSol: UNLV students designed this solar-powered 

house. It won second place in a huge international  

contest! It produces as much energy as it uses. You  

can see DesertSol at the Springs Preserve!

ADAPTATION 
A changed 
physical or 
behavioral 

characteristic 
that helps 
a species 

survive in its 
environment

PEOPLE & DESERT ANIMALS
ALIKE OR DIFFERENT?

People who live in deserts (like us!) and desert animals must adapt to the heat and dry air. Do 
they do this in different ways or do they have some adaptations in common? Use information 
from this issue to compare and contrast.

Write in at least 3 characteristics or adaptations for each group in the WIDE portion of the 
circle below its name. Then write in any characteristics that these groups SHARE within the 
center area where the circles overlap. Discuss your choices in class or with your parents.

People who live in the desert Desert animals

http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Category.aspx?CategoryID=2855

