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Grades 3-5Help tHe desert,  
 Help tHe eartH!
the Mojave (Mo-HAH-vay) Desert where we  
live is a big place—about 25,000 square miles! 
it covers parts of nevada, California and 
Arizona. it is also a very dry place 
where only a little rain falls.

Do you think we need to be careful 
about how much water we use because 
we live in a desert? Yes, we do! All living 
things need water to survive. when you 
conserve (save) water, you are water 
smart. You help to make sure there is 
enough water in our desert for everyone.

Did you know that water is a natural 
resource? So are wood, oil, metals, 
land and even the plants that give us food. 
A natural resource is anything we use that comes 
from the earth. For example, we use natural resources 
to make electricity, take a shower, grow food and drive 
cars. Some natural resources like water are limited.

You can make a difference in keeping our desert clean 
and “green.” Do you know some ways you can save 
water and help our earth? tell everyone you know!

in Las Vegas, we save a HUGe amount of water when people trade their  
thirsty grass for water-smart plants. we could fill more than 626 million bathtubs or 

fill the pyramid at the Luxor Hotel 70 times with the water we’ve saved! You and your 
parents can visit snwa.com to learn how to make money by removing your grass!

which idea or ideas did you think would be the best solution? Why?

which idea or ideas did you think would not be good solutions? Why? Pick at least one.

Great 
idea!  

I’d use it.

Pretty 
good 
idea

Only a 
fair idea

Bad 
idea. I 

wouldn’t 
use it.

tougher restrictions on water use

Find new supplies  
(use ocean water, drill new wells)

raise the price of water

reduce or stop new development

encourage water conservation

Buy water from another city/state

Pretend you’re the mayor. 
Your city is running out 
of water! How will you 
solve the problem? You 
want to do what is best 
for your residents and 
businesses, and you want 
to be re-elected, too. 

You can increase the 
supply of water and/or 
decrease the demand for 
water. which measures 
would you use to help 
you handle your water 
crisis? rate each idea.

Free school tours: the Springs Preserve offers free, interactive tours 
for school groups year-round. teachers, please call 822-7700 for details.
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Desert Discovery is a publication of the Southern nevada water Authority. 
Learn more about water and your desert environment at our websites.

read: “a drop of Water: a Book of science and Wonder”  
by walter wick

 epa.gov/students – Features games, homework resources 
and community service projects about the environment

 Meetthegreens.org – Meet the Greens at this site for kids 
about looking after the planet.

learn more

log on:




