
School tours: The Springs Preserve offers guided and self-guided tours for 
school groups year-round. Teachers, visit springspreserve.org and click  
“Book the Preserve” for details.

Printed on 30% post-consumer recycled paper.

Desert Discovery is a publication of the Southern Nevada Water Authority. 
Learn more about water and your desert environment at our websites.

OUR WATER PIONEERS
Long ago, water did not get piped into homes or come out of faucets! Early 
explorers blazed a trail to live in our hot desert. Some even helped find water! 
They were water pioneers. 

Pioneers lead the way. They may be the first to settle in an area or to 
achieve something. Being a pioneer can be exciting. It also can be hard!  
Local schools and streets are named after our water pioneers. Can you  
think of one? Our county (Clark County) is named for one of our  
important pioneers—William A. Clark.

Can you imagine what it would have been like to travel through  
Las Vegas or live in the desert 150 years ago? 

Log on:

Read:

H2OU.org 
Learn even more about our water pioneers. 

nevada150.org/for-kids/ 
Find cool facts about Nevada’s first 150 years as a state!

“Springs in the Desert: A Kid’s History of Las Vegas”  
by Johnathan Peters

Learn more

HELEN J. STEWART WAS A WATER PIONEER

PIONEER  
JOURNAL

Las Vegas pioneer Helen J. Stewart  
owned this ranch and raised 5 children by  
herself in the desert. Few people lived here,  
but travelers stopped to enjoy rest, shade  
and cool water at her ranch. Many call Helen  
“The First Lady of Las Vegas.”

Here is what John C. Fremont wrote on May 3, 1884, right here in Las Vegas!

“After a day’s journey of 18 miles, in a northeasterly direction, we encamped in the midst of another 

very large basin, at a camping ground called Las Vegas … Two narrow streams of clear water, four or 

five feet deep, gush suddenly with a quick current, from two singularly large springs … The taste of 

the water is good, but rather too warm to be agreeable; the temperature being 71 in the one and  

73 in the other. They, however, afford a delightful bathing place.”

Imagine YOU are traveling with John C. Fremont. Is the desert hot? 
Are you tired? Do you like the desert journey?  
What is it like to find the springs, and what else do you see?

Explorer John C. Fremont did more than make maps. He also kept a journal. 

DESERT DISCOVERY
FALL 
2015

Grades 3-5

Many photos courtesy of UNLV Special Collections 


