
Desert Discovery

Free school tours: The Springs Preserve offers free, interactive 
tours for school groups year-round. Teachers, please call 822-7748 
for details.

Printed on recycled paper.  

Desert Discovery is a publication of the Southern Nevada Water 
Authority. Learn more about water and your desert environment  
at our websites.
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Grades 3-5Drought in Las Vegas: 
What it means to us
Rocks. Cactus. Warm sun on your face and dry, brown soil at your feet. 
It is easy to look around and see you live in a desert. In school, you learn 
that we live in the Mojave (Mo-HAH-vay) Desert—the driest desert in 
North America. What else do you know about our desert?

Our desert doesn’t get a lot of rain, about 4 inches a year. But when 
we receive far less rain or snow than usual over a long time—years 
and years—a drought happens. Droughts can occur in nearly every 
climate, not just deserts. 

You can see a tornado. You can feel an earthquake.  
But you can’t see drought. A drought happens so  
slowly that you only see its effects, or results.  
One effect of drought you see is lower levels  
of water in nearby Lake Mead.

Location
Annual rain  

in inches
Location

Annual rain 
in inches

Location
Annual rain 

in inches

Alice Springs, 
Australia 11.3 Lima, Peru 0.6 Phoenix, USA 6.7

Cairo, Egypt 0.8 London, England 23.3 Salt Lake City, 
USA 9.4

Chicago, USA 36.2 Mexico City, 
Mexico 24.6 Seattle, USA 33.2

El Paso, USA 8.5 Miami, USA 47.0 Shanghai, China 44.9

Las Vegas, USA 4.1 New York City, 
USA 42.6 Tucson, USA 11.5

Which city outside the 

U.S. receives the most rain 

annually?

Which city outside the 

U.S. receives the least rain 

annually?

I am the capital city 
of Egypt. I get about 1 
inch of rain each year.  
Who am I?

I am a city in the 
Sonoran Desert in the 
United States. I get 
about 11 inches of rain 
each year. Who am I?

I am a very big city on 
the East Coast of the 
United States. I get 
about 42 inches of rain 
each year. Who am I?

I am a city located in 
the driest desert in 
North America. I get 
about 4 inches of rain 
each year. Who am I? 

On a separate sheet of 

paper, list the cities in 

order based on their 

amount of rainfall, 

starting with the city 

that receives the most 

rain each year.

Learn more

Read:	 “Where Does Water Come From?” by C. Vance Cast. 
This book in Clever Calvin series shows how much water 
there is on Earth, how wells are dug and more.

	 “Drylongso” by Virginia Hamilton. Drylongso is a 
mysterious boy who brings the promise of water to a 
drought-stricken area in the Dust Bowl.

Log On:		 drought.unl.edu/Droughtforkids.aspx Get drought 
facts for kids from the National Drought Mitigation Center.

Rain is good in a drought. But in a 
flash flood, we get too much 
rain all at once. The water rises 

when our dry desert soil can’t soak 
up rain fast enough. Flash floods are 

fast, dangerous and stronger than 
you. Don’t play in floodwater.

Drought (drout): A long period of 
dry weather with little or no rain

Climate (KLY-met): A region of 
the Earth having a particular set of 
weather conditions
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Can you think of a way you or  
your family can save water?

Bonus Questions

Worldwide water riddles

Look at the chart below that lists rainfall in cities around the world.  
Use the information to answer these water riddles.

Your teacher has the answers!


