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Grades 3-5

We have amazing creatures here in the Mojave Desert. Can you name any? 
Have you ever seen a lizard or a desert tortoise crawling around—maybe 
in a lizard or tortoise habitat at your school? A habitat is the type of 
environment or area where an animal, a plant or even a human naturally 
lives. Your house would be your habitat.

How would you describe our desert? Hot and dry, with very little rain? 
Correct! The desert can be a tough place for creatures. These  
incredible creatures have learned to adapt, or change,  
to survive in the desert!

One way many desert creatures adapt is that they  
can live with very little water. Why do you think  
that is important? 

Now hear this!
A desert cottontail rabbit gets its name for its 
cottony tail, but its huge ears are its most amazing 
feature! These ears have blood vessels just below 
the skin level. These blood vessels can spread the 
cottontail’s body heat out to the air. Cottontails 
also avoid overheating in the desert by being more 
active at night (when it’s cooler). They even have 
light-colored fur that soaks up less heat from  
the sun than dark fur.

Cottontails are herbivores—that  
means they eat grass and plants.  
They get most of their water from  
either the plants they eat or dew  
that forms on plants.

Desert animals know that water can be hard to find. They 
have developed adaptations to use water wisely.

How water smart are you?

Can you name 3 ways you use water wisely?

1.

2.

3.

Are there ways some people waste water? Name a few. How does that make you feel?

If you were a desert animal, which adaptations would you want to have to help you 
survive in the heat? Be sure to explain why.

What is your favorite desert animal?
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Free school tours: The Springs Preserve offers free, interactive tours 
for school groups year-round. Teachers, please call 822-7700 for details.

Printed on 30% post-consumer recycled paper.

Desert Discovery is a publication of the Southern Nevada Water Authority. 
Learn more about water and your desert environment at our websites.

Read: “	Holes” by Louis Sachar

“Cactus Poems” by Frank Asch

  Desertusa.com

  mbgnet.net/sets/desert/index.htm

Learn more

Log on:


