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Map the Desert!

The desert’s  
     toughest plants
A cactus is the desert’s toughest plant!

Can you imagine how it must feel to live outside in our 
desert? It is very hot and dry in the summer. Little rain 
falls to water plants. In the winter, the nights are cold and 
the winds blow.

But a cactus is a survivor. It has adapted to the 
desert—that means that over time it has changed to 
be able to live with less water. A cactus has spines that 
protect it and a tough, waxy skin that holds water in  
for a long time.

Do you know a word that means more than one cactus? 
It is cacti (CACK-tie). We live in the Mojave Desert, and 
we have cacti all around us. Let’s learn what makes them 
the toughest plants in the desert.

The teddy bear 
cholla (CHOY-a) 
looks cute and cuddly, 
but its spiky spines 
keep animals away. It 
has been called the 
porcupine of the plant 
world.

Which two deserts are in Nevada? 

 and 

We live in the Mojave Desert in Southern  

Nevada. If we lived in the northern part  

of Nevada, in what desert would we live? 

Which two deserts are partly in Mexico? 

 and 

Which desert appears to be the smallest  

in size? 

Which desert do you think is the largest? 

When we think of a cactus, we think of the desert. We 
live in the Mojave Desert—the driest desert in North 
America. The other three deserts in North America are 
the Sonoran, Chihuahuan (Chi-WA-wan) and the 
Great Basin deserts. Use this map to help you answer 
questions about the desert!
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The 
night-
blooming 
cactus 
comes alive 
at night! Its 

flowers are 
huge! It grows 

mostly in Mexico 
and Arizona.

Answers:  (1.) Great Basin, Mojave (2.) Great Basin (3.) Sonoran, Chihuahuan (4.) Mojave (5.) Chihuahuan 

(Answers below)

“Cactus Hotel” by Brenda Z. Guiberson. Follow the life of a 
saguaro cactus over 200 years.

“Around One Cactus: Owls, Bats and Leaping Rats” 
by Anthony D. Fredericks

“Cactus Poems” by Frank Asch and Ted Levin

“Cactus Desert (One Small Square)” by Donald M. Silver

Learn moreFree school tours: The Springs Preserve offers free, interactive tours 
for school groups year-round. Teachers, please call 822-7700 for details.
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Desert Discovery is a publication of the Southern Nevada Water Authority. 
Learn more about water and your desert environment at our websites.
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