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Grades K-2

Imagine you are a kid in Utah in 1905. You will take the 
new train with your family to move to Las Vegas! It is 
still a small and dusty town! You can pack 5 things in this 

suitcase. What would you pack? Draw pictures if you like.

Think 
about it. 

Do you think 
kids 100 years 
ago would have 

packed the 
same things? 
Why or why 

not?

What do you 
think kids did 

when they 
moved here 

100 years ago?

What did they 
play with?

What did they 
do for school?

Free school tours: The Springs Preserve offers free, 
interactive tours for school groups year-round. Teachers, please 
call 702-822-7748 for details.

Printed on recycled paper. 

Desert Discovery is a publication of the Southern Nevada Water 
Authority. Learn more about water and your desert environment  
at our websites.

Learn more

Read:	 Steam, Smoke, and Steel: Back in Time with Trains by Patrick O’Brien

	 The Last Train by Gordon M. Titcomb

Visit:	T he Springs Preserve and the Nevada State Museum to learn more 
about local history. See a re-creation of the famous 1905 land 
auction and ride a train at the Preserve! (springspreserve.org)

Railroad + water = Las Vegas!
Las Vegas was once a very small town!  

Can you believe it? 

In 1902, William A. Clark came to Las Vegas. 
He wanted to build a railroad between California 
and Utah. Las Vegas was a good place for a train 
station. It was between the two states.

Clark needed water to run the steam locomotives. 
He bought Helen J. Stewart’s big ranch. It 

had lots of land and water. With water and 
land, Clark was ready to build his railroad!

When the San Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad 
began running in 1905, this put Las Vegas on the map!

pack your bags!
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pioneers: In 1900, only about 30 people lived here. Helen J. 
Stewart’s family lived on this ranch then! About 10 years later, 1,500 
people lived in Las Vegas, and 450 of them worked for the railroad!


