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Grades K-2Where does our 
water come from?

Here in Las Vegas, we only get about 4 inches of rain a 
year. That rainfall would measure only as high as 

one of your crayons. Do you know the name 
of our very dry desert? That’s right: the 
Mojave (Mo-HAH-vay) Desert.

When you take a bath or get water from 
the sink, where do think the water comes 
from? We get most of our water from 
nearby Lake Mead. Where do you think 

the water comes from that fills Lake Mead? 
Do you think we get our water from other 

places, too? Turn the page to learn where our 
water comes from now—and where it came from 

many years ago.

Too much water 
= flash flood

Our desert soil is dry and hard because 
we don’t get much rain. Imagine if rain 

fell harder and faster than the dry 
ground could soak it up. We could get 
a flash flood! The water has to go 

somewhere, so it runs through streets 
and drains and open areas quickly. Flood 

waters are dangerous, so stay out of them.

You can see and feel the power of a flash 
flood in a SAFE way! Visit the flash-flood 

exhibit at the Springs Preserve to 
learn more (springspreserve.org).

Water word match

Answers:  1. seven  2. meadows  3. crayon  4. flash flood  5. plants  6. drought

Use each word or phrase once to fill in the blanks below. 

You can find the answers in this issue if you need help!

flash flood     crayon     seven 

drought     plants     meadows

1.	T he Colorado River travels through  

states and to Mexico.

2.	 Las Vegas means “the ” in Spanish.

3.	W e get about 4 inches of rain a year in Las Vegas. 

That is about as high as one .

4.	W hen rain falls faster than the dry ground can soak it up, 

this can cause a . It can be dangerous!

5.	I n the Las Vegas Wash,  help clean 

the water as it flows through.

6.	W hen we have less water than usual, this is called a 

.

Answers at bottom of page.

“Magic School Bus: Wet All Over” by Joanna Cole. 
Experience the water cycle as Mrs. Frizzle’s class rises into the 
air, forms a rain cloud and drizzles down to earth just like rain.

“Splish, Splash, Splosh” by Mick Manning and Brita 
Granström. A boy and his dog ride the waves, float on rain-filled 
clouds, shoot down rivers, and splash through sewers until they 
get where all water ends…and begins.

Learn moreFree school tours: The Springs Preserve offers free, interactive tours 
for school groups year-round. Teachers, please call 822-7700 for details.
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Learn more about water and your desert environment at our websites.
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