
SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

REGULAR MEETING 
NOVEMBER 15, 2018  

MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER 9:09 a.m., Board Chambers, Southern Nevada Water Authority,                         
100 City Parkway, Seventh Floor, Las Vegas, Nevada 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT Marilyn Kirkpatrick, Chair 
Bob Coffin, Vice Chair  

    Richard Cherchio (Alternate for John Lee) 
    Jim Gibson  
    Peggy Leavitt  
    John Marz 
    Steve Sisolak  
         
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT  None  
 
STAFF PRESENT John Entsminger, Julie Wilcox, Dave Johnson, Greg Walch, Kevin Bethel, 

Colby Pellegrino 
   
OTHERS PRESENT William Nelson, Piercy Bowler Taylor & Kern 

Unless otherwise indicated, all members present voted in the affirmative. 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
For complete comments, audio is available online at snwa.com 

Tom Warden, Howard Hughes Corporation, spoke in support of item 10. Paul Moradkhan, Las Vegas Metro Chamber 
of Commerce, spoke in support of item 10. 

The Board recognized Director Sisolak for his service on the SNWA Board of Directors and to the community. 

Items were taken out of order. 

ITEM NO. 

1. For Possible Action: Approve agenda with the inclusion of tabled and/or reconsidered items, emergency 
items and/or deletion of items, and approve the minutes from the special meeting of September 13, 2018, 
and the regular meeting of September 20, 2018. 

FINAL ACTION:  A motion was made by Director Gibson to approve the agenda for this meeting and to approve 
the minutes from the special meeting of September 13, 2018, and the regular meeting of 
September 20, 2018. The motion was approved. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

2. For Possible Action: Approve an Interlocal Agreement between the City and County of Denver, acting 
through its Board of Water Commissioners (Denver Water), and the Authority to receive funding for the 
Colorado River Traveling Exhibition, and ratify the Authority’s approval of similar agreements between 
the Authority and Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, and the Central Arizona Water 
Conservation District.  

3. For Possible Action: Adopt the Annual Operating Plan for the Southern Nevada Water System.  
4. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign an amended and restated retail 

access form of service agreement for network integration transmission service among Nevada Power 
Company doing business as NV Energy, the Colorado River Commission of Nevada and the Authority, 
and authorize the General Manager or his designee to approve future ministerial or administrative 
changes to this agreement.  

FINAL ACTION:  Vice Chair Coffin made a motion to approve staff’s recommendations. The motion was approved. 
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BUSINESS AGENDA 

9. For Possible Action: Adopt the 2018 Water Resource Plan and Water Budget.  

Colby Pellegrino, Director of Water Resources, gave an overview presentation on the 2018 Water Resource Plan and 
Water Budget. A copy of her presentation is attached to these minutes. 

FINAL ACTION:  Vice Chair Coffin made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation. The motion was approved.  

6. For Possible Action: Adopt a resolution consenting to the issuance of Las Vegas Valley Water District 
refunding bonds in the maximum principal amount of $132,500,000 to refinance certain outstanding 
bonds for the Southern Nevada Water Authority.  

Director Sisolak asked if staff anticipated any additional refunding opportunities in the near future. John Entsminger, 
General Manager, said that additional refunding opportunities should be available in the future, and staff would bring those 
opportunities forward as they arise. 

FINAL ACTION:  Vice Chair Coffin made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation. The motion was approved.  

5. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign, in substantially the same form 
as attached hereto, a purchase and sale agreement between Tim Wood and the Authority for the purchase 
of property in Clark County, Nevada, for an amount not to exceed $550,000 and authorize the General 
Manager to sign ministerial documents necessary to effectuate the transaction.  

Mr. Entsminger presented a map of the proposed property purchase and described the property location and its benefits to 
the Authority. A copy of the map is attached to these minutes. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Gibson made a motion to approve staff’s recommendations. The motion was approved.  

7. For Possible Action: Accept the Southern Nevada Water Authority’s Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report, including the corresponding Independent Auditors’ Report on Financial Statements and Other 
Supplementary Information for the period ending June 30, 2018 and authorize its submission to the 
Nevada Department of Taxation. 

William Nelson, Piercy Bowler Taylor & Kern (PBTK), presented the financial report. Director Sisolak asked if the 
Authority had an Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB) liability, and if so, how much of it was funded. Mr. Entsminger 
said that there was an OPEB liability and that it was currently funded at 80 percent. 

Chair Kirkpatrick disclosed that PBTK handled her campaign finances. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Gibson made a motion to approve staff’s recommendations. The motion was approved.  

8. For Possible Action: Authorize the General Manager to (1) execute three agreements concerning Drought 
Contingency Plans for the Colorado River, in substantially the same form as those attached hereto:  (i) 
Agreement Concerning Colorado River Drought Contingency Management and Operations among the 
United States of America, acting through its Secretary of the Interior (Secretary); certain parties within 
the Upper Division States of Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming (Upper Division States); the 
Upper Colorado River Commission (UCRC); certain parties in Arizona, certain parties in California; 
the Colorado River Commission of Nevada (CRCN); and the Southern Nevada Water Authority 
(Authority); (ii) Lower Basin Drought Contingency Plan Agreement among the Secretary, certain parties 
in Arizona, certain parties in California, CRCN, and the Authority; and (iii) DCP Contributions and ICS 
Accumulation Limits Sharing Agreement among certain parties in Arizona, certain parties in California, 
CRCN, and the Authority; and (2) execute, in substantially the same form as that attached hereto, an 
Exhibit to the Forbearance Agreement among the Arizona Department of Water Resources, Palo Verde 
Irrigation District, Imperial Irrigation District, the City of Needles, Coachella Valley Water District, 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD), CRCN, and the Authority for the Southern 
Nevada Water Authority’s Municipal Conservation and Offstream Storage Intentionally Created 
Surplus Project; (3) authorize the General Manager to negotiate and execute additional exhibits to the 
Forbearance Agreement for conservation projects in Arizona and California; and (4) authorize the 
General Manager to negotiate and execute additional agreements and documents as may be necessary to 
effectuate all of the foregoing agreements and exhibits. 

Mr. Entsminger and Greg Walch, General Counsel, gave a presentation on the agreements. A copy of the presentation 
is attached to these minutes.  
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Director Gibson asked if there were avoided costs by banking water in Lake Mead as opposed to banking water in Arizona 
or other underground options. Mr. Entsminger said that the Authority by banking water in Lake Mead, the Authority avoids 
the costs of injecting and recovering water from underground storage. 

Director Leavitt thanked staff for their work on the agreements being considered by the Board. She also asked whether 
action was required from the other parties to the agreements. Mr. Entsminger said that Nevada has been a leader on the 
Colorado River and would be demonstrating that leadership by approving the agreements. 

Vice Chair Coffin talked about the need for additional historical hydrology studies to assist in preparing for potential future 
hydrologic predictions. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Leavitt made a motion to approve staff’s recommendations. The motion was approved.  

10. For Possible Action: Receive a presentation from staff on the status of the Authority’s Conservation Plan 
and discuss conservation programs and policies, authorize an increase to the Authority’s Water Smart 
Landscape program maximum award for any property to $500,000 in a fiscal year, and remove the fiscal 
limit under the Authority’s Water Efficient Technologies for schools and parks, subject to funding 
availability within the year requested. 

Mr. Entsminger gave a presentation on conservation programs. A copy of his presentation is attached to these minutes. 

Chair Kirkpatrick asked about suggested water smart landscaping for businesses that would address challenges such as 
pedestrian traffic, low maintenance and trash. Director Marz said that the City of Henderson has an issue with businesses 
not maintaining water smart landscaping after it is installed.  

Mr. Entsminger said that there was not one solution for all types of landscaping applications, but he hoped that the 
Board would support staff reaching out to the commercial community to further a dialogue on how to maintain or 
improve the community aesthetics while increasing water conservation. 

Director Cherchio described water and landscaping challenges in North Las Vegas and how the city was working to 
address those challenges. 

Vice Chair Coffin said that he wanted to ensure that enough funding remained in the Water Smart Landscape program 
for residential properties to participate since raising the maximum award amount would mostly benefit large commercial 
properties and homeowners associations. Mr. Entsminger said that for the community to meet its conservation goals, 
programs like the Water Smart Landscape program had to target both residential and commercial turf areas. Chair 
Kirkpatrick said that the Board would have the opportunity in the near future to also discuss program budgets to ensure 
proper funding levels. 

Director Leavitt said that single family residential conversions had increased due to the increased incentive approved 
previously. She also said that Boulder City would be making improvements to its municipal golf course in the near 
future. 

Director Gibson said that he supported the recommended action and that the Authority should take advantage of all 
conversion opportunities since they result in water savings. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Marz made a motion to approve staff’s recommendations. The motion was approved.  

 
Public Comment 
There were no speakers.  

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 11:18 a.m.  

 
 

Copies of all original agenda items and minutes, including all attachments, are on file in the General Manager’s office at the 
 Las Vegas Valley Water District, 1001 South Valley View Boulevard, Las Vegas, Nevada. 
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