
SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

REGULAR MEETING 
JULY 16, 2020  

MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER 9:01 a.m. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT Marilyn Kirkpatrick, Chair 
    Dan Stewart, Vice Chair  
    Claudia Bridges  
    Cedric Crear  
    Jim Gibson  
    Justin Jones   
    John Lee  
  
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT  None  
 
STAFF PRESENT John Entsminger, Colby Pellegrino, Doa Ross and Greg Walch 
   
OTHERS PRESENT None 

Unless otherwise indicated, all members present voted in the affirmative. 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
For full public comment, visit snwa.com/apps/snwa-agendas/index.cfml 

There were no comments provided in advance by the public.  

ITEM NO. 

1. For Possible Action: Approve agenda with the inclusion of tabled and/or reconsidered items, emergency 
items and/or deletion of items, and approve the minutes from the regular meeting of May 21, 2020. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Gibson made a motion to approve the agenda for this meeting, and to approve the 
minutes from the regular meeting of May 21, 2020. The motion was approved. 

2. For Possible Action: Appoint a chairman and vice chairman to preside over the Board of Directors for 
Fiscal Year 2020/21. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Gibson made a motion to reappoint Dan Stewart as Vice Chair. The motion was 
approved. Vice Chair Stewart made a motion to reappoint Marilyn Kirkpatrick as Chair. The 
motion was approved. 

3. For Possible Action: Appoint three directors to serve as commissioners of the Colorado River 
Commission for two-year terms. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Gibson made a motion to appoint Marilyn Kirkpatrick, Dan Stewart and Justin Jones 
as commissioners of the Colorado River Commission. The motion was approved. 

BUSINESS AGENDA 

4. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign a Subgrant Agreement between 
the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection and the Authority to receive grant funding in the 
amount of $39,950 for regional water quality activities and related public outreach initiatives with the 
Authority providing up to $55,273 of non-federal match funds.  

FINAL ACTION:  Director Jones made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation. The motion was approved. 
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5. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign a water lease agreement 
between Richard and Leslie Sears and the Authority for the lease of 20 acre-feet  annually of Authority 
groundwater for use on the Sears Ranch in White Pine County for an initial rental rate of $115 per acre 
foot, with a 3 percent annual rental rate increase, and approve and authorize the General Manager or 
his designee to sign any necessary change applications and administrative documents.  

FINAL ACTION:  Director Gibson made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation. The motion was approved. 

6. For Possible Action: Award a bid for switchgear to Codale Electric Supply, Inc., for an amount not to 
exceed $2,466,334, authorize contract renewals for up to four additional one-year terms with annual 
increases of up to 3 percent over the previous year for product costs and up to 10 percent for additional 
product requirements, and authorize the General Manager or his designee to sign the purchase 
agreement.  

FINAL ACTION:  Vice Chair Stewart made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation. The motion was 
approved. 

7. For Possible Action: Award a contract for the road rehabilitation of Lakeshore Road between Highway 
93 and Saddle Cove Road, within the Lake Mead National Recreation Area, to Aggregate Industries – 
SWR, Inc., for the amount of $2,117,800, authorize a change order contingency amount not to exceed 
$500,000, and authorize the General Manager to sign the construction agreement. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Jones made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation. The motion was approved. 

8. For Possible Action: Ratify the Authority’s filing of, and participation in, a petition for judicial review of 
State Engineer Order 1309 to challenge certain findings relating to the Muddy River Decree.  

FINAL ACTION:  Director Gibson made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation. The motion was approved. 

9. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to execute an Agreement for 
Reimbursement of Professional Services between the Authority and the Muddy Valley Irrigation 
Company through which the Authority would reimburse Muddy Valley Irrigation Company up to 
$200,000 per fiscal year for attorney’s fees and costs incurred in litigation that will further the 
Authority’s interests in Muddy River water rights.  

FINAL ACTION:  Director Gibson made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation. The motion was approved. 

10. For Information Only: Receive an update from staff on water resources including, but not limited to, 
drought conditions in the Colorado River Basin, conservation programs and activities, activities on the 
Colorado River, and water resource acquisition and development.  

Colby Pellegrino, Deputy General Manager, Resources, gave a presentation. A copy of her presentation is attached to these 
minutes. 

Vice Chair Stewart asked what California had done to reduce their consumptive use of the Colorado River. Ms. Pellegrino 
said that the majority of the water savings came from reduced diversions by Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California. Vice Chair Stewart asked if agricultural use of Colorado River water in California had reduced. Ms. Pellegrino 
said that the Imperial Irrigation District used on average 3 million acre-feet of Colorado River water each year and had 
reduced its use last year by 20,000 acre-feet. 

NO ACTION REQUIRED 

Public Comment 
Ed Uehling, Las Vegas, spoke concerning the Authority’s budget and projected revenue reductions due to the pandemic. 
He said that water conservation reduces water revenues. He said that the Authority should be finding ways to sell more 
water instead of trying to curb water use. He also discussed the Integrated Resource Planning Advisory Committee 
process. 

Director Lee thanked the Clark County Commission for coordinating with the City of North Las Vegas to help utility 
customers having trouble paying their water and sewer bills. He said that he would also like to see the Integrated 
Resource Planning Advisory Committee 2020 bring its recommendations to the Authority Board of Directors. Chair 
Kirkpatrick said that IRPAC 2020 should reconvene to review its recommendations given the impacts of the pandemic 
and then bring recommendations to the Board following that review. Vice Chair Stewart thanked the Clark County 
Commission for its assistance to the City of Henderson, as well. 
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Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 9:43 a.m.  

 
Copies of all original agenda items and minutes, including all attachments, are on file in the General Manager’s office at the 

 Las Vegas Valley Water District, 1001 South Valley View Boulevard, Las Vegas, Nevada. 
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WATER RESOURCES UPDATE
JULY 2020 

DROUGHT MONITOR

DROUGHT OUTLOOK
MONTHLY PRECIPITATION

WATER YEAR 2020

October November December January February March April

May June August September ExplanationComposite
(Oct‐Jun)

July

MAX TEMPERATURE
WATER YEAR 2020

October November December January February March April

May June August September ExplanationJuly

UPPER BASIN SNOW CONDITIONS

Water Supply
• Precipitation to date: 82% of
average

• Snowpack to date: NA

Forecasted Inflow to Lake 
Powell
• Forecasted WY 2020: 61% of
average

• Forecasted Apr‐Jul: 55% of
average
(As of Jul 13, 2020)
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LAKE POWELL
24-MONTH STUDY PROJECTIONS

LAKE MEAD
24-MONTH STUDY PROJECTIONS
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1000

Acre‐feet Feet

Brock 388  4.5 

ICS 1,748 21.5 

MOU 820  10.5 

System Conservation 129 2.0 

Mexico Deferred Delivery 100 1.5 

Total 3,185 40.0 ~40 ft.

CONSERVATION IMPACT TO LAKE MEAD ELEVATIONS
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LOWER BASIN STATES CONSUMPTIVE USE
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California Arizona Nevada

• LVVWD Diversion at Saddle Island 20,600 af
• No Central Arizona Project Diversions

• Lowest consumptive use by California on record.

2019 LB CONSUMPTIVE USE COMPARED TO OTHER YEARS
1964 - 2019

LVVWD ACTIVE ACCOUNTS
June 2020
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SNWA WATER USE
January – preliminary June 2020
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Total AF:      208,924   212,421   221,454  219,584 222,944 216,950 216,571 225,051 231,632 217,525 223,051 2.5%

NV COLORADO RIVER CONSUMPTIVE USE
January – preliminary June 2020
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SNWA TOTAL CONSUMPTIVE USE
January - preliminary June 2020
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SNWA TOTAL CONSUMPTIVE USE
Cumulative YTD Percent Change from Prior Year
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JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

2016 212 389 339 500 371 124 286 261 373 500 781 141

2017 515 354 303 422 309 327 253 467 185 401 381 547

2018 432 295 374 445 712 349 573 626 319 421 226 383

2019 426 328 302 616 1,024 269 426 121 304 551 301 796

2020 371 607 650 321 18 496
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Cumulative Year to Date: ‐0.74% vs. Three‐Year Average

CONSERVATION UPDATE

July 2020

Jan Feb Mar* Apr* May* Jun* Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Current Progress

Single‐family residents converted enough turf in 2020 to save 
an estimated 63.2 million gallons of water per year.

Cumulative Monitoring
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SINGLE FAMILY TURF CONVERSIONS

New Applications
May: 367
June: 359

* Participation affected by COVID‐19 pandemic response

Unserved WSL Applicants
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Home Landscape Conversion
Completed:   2007
Converted:    927 sf (front and entry)
Water Savings:  ~51,000 gallons/year

Water Smart Landscapes

Success Story
Water Smart Landscapes

Success Story
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Current Progress Cumulative Monitoring

Non‐SFR customers converted enough turf in 2020 to save 
an estimated 67 million gallons of water per year.

New Applications
May: 9
June:14

* Participation affected by COVID‐19 pandemic response

Baker Park
Converted: 126,384 sf
Water Savings:     6.9 million gallons/year

Baker Park
Converted: 126,384 sf
Water Savings:     6.9 million gallons/year

Water Smart Landscapes

Success Story
Water Smart Landscapes

Success Story WSL REBATES BY CUSTOMER TYPE
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WATER EFFICIENT TECHNOLOGIES
3 projects complete with more than $53,000 paid out in 2020.
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