
SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

REGULAR MEETING 
JANUARY 15, 2026  

MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER 9:03 a.m. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT Marilyn Kirkpatrick, Chair 
    Dan Stewart, Vice Chair 
    Scott Black 
    Olivia Diaz 
    Jim Gibson 
    Justin Jones  
    Steve Walton 
      
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT  None 
 
STAFF PRESENT John Entsminger, Doa Ross, Andy Belanger, Paul Johnson and Tabitha 

Simmons 
   

OTHERS PRESENT None 

Unless otherwise indicated, all members present voted in the affirmative. 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
For full public comment, visit snwa.com/apps/snwa-agendas/index.cfml 

Laura McSwain spoke concerning item 8. She read her comments into the record and provided a written copy of her 
comments, which are attached to these minutes.  

Ed Uehling spoke concerning item 2. He said that allowing the Las Vegas Valley Water District to serve as the 
operating agent for the Authority gives too much control to the Water District. He said that the four board members 
that are not on the Water District Board that represent other jurisdictions should vote against the item renewing the 
annual contract between the Authority and the Water District. He also spoke concerning item 8. He said that the 
Authority proposes to spend $500,000 to plant new trees, but its policies are destroying millions of dollars’ worth of 
established trees.  

Diane Henry spoke concerning item 8. She quoted background language from item 8 regarding urban heat island and 
tree canopies. She said that we all agree that trees are important, more shade is needed, and heat island effects need 
to be countered. She said that is why the Authority’s policies mandating the removal of grass and making the watering 
of existing trees and grass unaffordable are counterproductive to funding new trees. She said that the policies seem 
to promote water conservation without regard to the cost or damage to the environment.   

Lisa Ortega spoke concerning item 8. She said that she appreciated the Authority’s challenge to combat heat island 
effects in Southern Nevada through the planting of new trees due to the warming environment. She said that the 
College of Southern Nevada was ready to plant new trees on its campuses to provide shade for students and faculty. 

ITEM NO. 

1. For Possible Action: Approve agenda with the inclusion of tabled and/or reconsidered items, emergency 
items and/or deletion of items, and approve the minutes from the regular meeting of November 20, 2025. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Walton made a motion to approve the agenda for this meeting and to approve the minutes 
from the regular meeting of November 20, 2025. The motion was approved. 

CONSENT AGENDA Items 2 – 6 are routine and can be taken in one motion unless a Director requests that an 
item be taken separately. 

2. For Possible Action: Renew the Amended and Restated Interlocal Contract between the Las Vegas Valley Water 
District and the Authority, which authorizes the General Manager of the District to serve as the General Manager of 
the Authority and utilize the staff and resources of the District to manage the affairs of the Authority. 

3. For Possible Action: Award a bid for the purchase of motor control units and switchgear to Sonepar Mountain 
Holdings, LLC, dba Codale Electric Supply for a total amount not to exceed $20,000,000 over seven years and 
authorize the General Manager to sign the purchase agreement. 



SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY – MINUTES – JANUARY 15, 2026 – PAGE TWO 

4. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign Change Order No. 1 to the contract with 
Las Vegas Paving Corporation for maintenance of Las Vegas Wash erosion control structures for an increased 
amount not to exceed $1,800,000 and an increase to the contract times of 365 calendar days. 

5. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to enter into an agreement, in substantially the 
same form as attached hereto, between SWCA Incorporated, dba SWCA Environmental Consultants, and the 
Authority to provide daily environmental compliance monitoring for natural resources to support the Garnet Valley 
Water and Wastewater Systems Projects for an amount not to exceed $36,000,000. 

6. For Possible Action: Authorize an increase in expenditures for the existing contract between Keller Electrical 
Industries LLC and the Authority for the rebuild of large electric motors to an annual amount not to exceed 
$1,800,000, and authorize an annual year-over-year contingency not to exceed 10 percent for increased services 
consumption and material price increases. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Gibson made a motion to approve staff’s recommendations. The motion was approved. 

BUSINESS AGENDA 

7. For Possible Action: Adopt a resolution authorizing the refunding of the Southern Nevada Water Authority, Water 
Revenue Refunding Bonds, Series 2016A and 2016B, and requesting the Clark County Board of Commissioners 
issue general obligation (Limited Tax) (Additionally Secured by Pledged Revenues) refunding bonds in the maximum 
principal amount of $177,140,000, in one or more series, to refinance all or any portion of the Authority bonds. 

FINAL ACTION:  Vice Chair Stewart made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation. The motion was approved. 

8. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to enter into an agreement, in 
substantially the same form as attached hereto, between Nevada Plants, a Nevada non-profit corporation, 
and the Authority to support the installation of trees as part of an Urban Forest Initiative, and to help 
fund the project for an amount not to exceed $500,000. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Jones made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation. The motion was approved. 

9. For Information Only: Receive an update from staff on water resources including, but not limited to, 
drought conditions in the Colorado River Basin, conservation programs and initiatives, activities on the 
Colorado River, and water resource acquisition and development.  

John Entsminger, General Manager, gave a presentation. A copy of his presentation is attached to these minutes.  

Chair Kirkpatrick asked about the per capita water use of the other six Colorado River Basin states. She also said that 
she had recently read an article from California stating that the drought was over, so she asked staff to comment on that 
statement. Mr. Entsminger said that the Basin is undergoing long-term aridification making it more likely that the Basin 
will continue to experience reduced precipitation and lower reservoir levels. He said that staff could provide the Board 
with water use data from the other states in the future with a caveat that gallons per capita per day (GPCD) is not very 
helpful when comparing different communities’ water use. He said that each community measures GPCD differently. 
He gave the example of  Phoenix where some of its golf courses’ water use is not factored in the total consumption of 
Maricopa County.  

NO ACTION REQUIRED 

 
Public Comment 
Shay Byers served a District Court summons and complaint to the Authority. Tabitha Simmons, Director of Legal 
Services, accepted the service. 

Ed Uehling talked about when his family moved to Southern Nevada in 1943. He said that he was frustrated that the 
Authority continues to not provide any plans to bring in new water resources to combat the drought. He said that 20 
percent more fresh water falls on the earth today than it did 20 years ago. He said that the community doesn’t need 
water restrictions, it needs new water. 

Jay Samuels read his comments into the record and provided a written copy of his comments, which are attached to 
these minutes. 
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Carol Reynolds spoke regarding the Garnet Valley project. She said that the Authority was giving the City of North Las 
Vegas an infrastructure project worth hundreds of millions of dollars. She said that only 17 percent of her water bill was 
for actual water. She said that the rest of her bill was made up of 53 percent for infrastructure charges, and 30 percent 
for service charges, reliability charges and commodity charges. She said that ratepayers in Las Vegas and 
Unincorporated Clark County should not be paying for infrastructure in North Las Vegas, especially since North Las 
Vegas is exempt from paying excessive use charges.  

Laura McSwain said that she planned to follow up with Summerlin management regarding its contention that trees were 
being replaced due to aging out and damaging sidewalks. She said that she attended the Colorado River Water Users 
Association Conference in December and was frustrated that she only heard one presentation that talked about 
augmentation. She agreed that climate temperatures were increasing. She said that increasing temperatures underlined 
the need for additional water resources for Southern Nevada. She said that Nevada should not be negotiating with the 
other states to give away a single drop of water until those states start matching Nevada’s water recycling efforts.  

Diane Henry said that when Lake Mead levels fall, the Authority reports on it; however, recently Lake Mead levels 
increased due to increased precipitation, but that was not reported at the meeting. She also spoke concerning the septic 
waiver program. She said that when the program was approved, it was stated to be an interim program. She wondered 
when property owners could expect a permanent septic waiver program with perhaps less than the current $20,000 fee. 
 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 9:35 a.m.  

Copies of all original agenda items and minutes, including all attachments, are on file at the  
Las Vegas Valley Water District, 1001 South Valley View Boulevard, Las Vegas, Nevada. 
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Water Use & Colorado River Update
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WATER USE UPDATE
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Total SNWA water use through December was lower
than 2024 and the 3-year average. 

NEVADA COLORADO RIVER USE
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Colorado River consumptive use through December 2025 
was below 2024 and the 3-year average.
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COLORADO RIVER UPDATES
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Climate Conditions
U.S. SEASONAL DROUGHT OUTLOOK
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Water Supply
• WY 2025 Peak Snowpack: 92% of median

(Peaked on March 23, 2025)

• WY 2025 Precipitation: 84% of average

• WY 2026 Snowpack: 74% of median
(As of January 11, 2026)

• WY 2026 Precipitation to Date: 101% of average
(As of January 11, 2026)

Inflow to Lake Powell
• Observed WY 2025: 49% of average
• Observed Apr-Jul 2025: 41% of average

• Forecasted WY 2026: 68% of average
• Forecasted Apr-Jul 2026: 57% of average

(As of January 11, 2026)

Climate Conditions
UPPER BASIN SNOW CONDITIONS

LAKE POWELL: 24-MONTH STUDY PROJECTIONS

LAKE MEAD: 24-MONTH STUDY PROJECTIONS
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