
 A G E N D A 
 

SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

  REGULAR MEETING 
9:00 A.M. – APRIL 16, 2026 

COLORADO RIVER CONFERENCE ROOM, SNWA 
100 N. CITY PARKWAY, SEVENTH FLOOR, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

 
 
The Southern Nevada Water Authority makes reasonable efforts to assist and accommodate persons with physical disabilities who desire 
to attend the meeting. For assistance, call the Agenda Coordinator at (702) 822-8317 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 
  

THIS MEETING HAS BEEN PROPERLY NOTICED AND POSTED IN THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 
Southern Nevada Water Authority 
100 N. City Parkway, Suite 700 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Las Vegas Valley Water District 
1001 S. Valley View Boulevard 
Las Vegas, Nevada  

 
 

All items on the agenda are for action by the Board of Directors, unless otherwise indicated. Items may be taken out of order. The board may combine two 
or more agenda items for consideration, and the board may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussions relating to an agenda item at any time. 

Visit our website at www.snwa.com for Southern Nevada Water Authority agenda postings, copies of supporting material, and approved minutes. To 
receive meeting information, contact the Agenda Coordinator at (702) 822-8317, 1001 S. Valley View Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89153, agendas@snwa.com. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
NO ACTION MAY BE TAKEN: This is a period devoted to comments by the general public pertaining to items on this agenda. If you wish to speak to 
the Board about items within its jurisdiction, but not appearing on this agenda, you must wait until the “Comments by the General Public” period listed at 
the end of this agenda. Please limit your comments to three minutes or less and refrain from making comments that are repetitious, offensive, or amounting 
to personal attacks.  No action may be taken upon a matter not listed on the posted agenda. Public comment can also be provided in advance of the meeting 
and submitted to publiccomment@snwa.com. Public comment received through April 15, 2026, will be included in the meeting’s minutes. 

ITEM NO. 

1. For Possible Action: Approve agenda with the inclusion of tabled and/or reconsidered items, emergency items and/or 
deletion of items, and approve the minutes from the regular meeting of February 19, 2026. 

BUSINESS AGENDA 

2. For Possible Action: Approve a resolution authorizing the submission of a grant proposal to the Nevada 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources’ Conserve Nevada Program to seek funding for a wildfire 
mitigation project at the Warm Springs Natural Area, and, if awarded, authorize the General Manager, or his 
designee, to enter into any future funding agreement for the project. 

3. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to enter into an agreement, in substantially the 
same form as attached hereto, between Green Chips, a Nevada non-profit corporation dba ImpactNV, and the 
Authority to support shade tree plantings and to help fund the project for an amount not to exceed $500,000. 

4. For Information Only: Receive an update from staff on water resources including, but not limited to, drought 
conditions in the Colorado River Basin, conservation programs and initiatives, activities on the Colorado River, 
and water resource acquisition and development.  

5. For Information Only: Receive an overview and discuss the Fiscal Year 2026/27 Tentative Budget for the 
Southern Nevada Water Authority. 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
NO ACTION MAY BE TAKEN: At this time, the Board of Directors will hear general comments from the public on matters under the jurisdiction 
of the Southern Nevada Water Authority. Please limit your comments to three minutes or less and refrain from making comments that are 
repetitious, offensive, or amounting to personal attacks.  No action may be taken upon a matter not listed on the posted agenda.  

Board of Directors 
Marilyn Kirkpatrick, Chair 

Dan Stewart, Vice Chair 
Scott Black 
Olivia Diaz 
Jim Gibson 
Justin Jones 

Steve Walton 
 

John J. Entsminger,  
General Manager 

 
Date Posted: April 9, 2026 

 



SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 19, 2026  

MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER 9:05 a.m. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT Marilyn Kirkpatrick, Chair 
    Dan Stewart, Vice Chair (Entered at Item 9) 
    Scott Black 
    Olivia Diaz 
    Jim Gibson 
    Justin Jones  
    Steve Walton (By telephone) 
      
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT  None 
 
STAFF PRESENT John Entsminger, Colby Pellegrino, Doa Ross, Paul Johnson and Greg 

Walch 
   

OTHERS PRESENT None 

Unless otherwise indicated, all members present voted in the affirmative. 

COMMENTS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
For full public comment, visit snwa.com/apps/snwa-agendas/index.cfml 

No speakers wishing to be heard.  

ITEM NO. 

1. For Possible Action: Approve agenda with the inclusion of tabled and/or reconsidered items, emergency 
items and/or deletion of items, and approve the minutes from the regular meeting of January 15, 2026. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Gibson made a motion to approve the agenda for this meeting and to approve the minutes 
from the regular meeting of January 15, 2026. The motion was approved. 

CONSENT AGENDA Items 2 – 6 are routine and can be taken in one motion unless a Director requests that an 
item be taken separately. 

2. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign an amendment to the existing agreement 
between Carollo Engineers, Inc., and the Authority to provide additional design engineering and construction 
support services for the Calico Ridge Rate of Flow Control Station for an increase of $958,014, resulting in a total 
amount not to exceed $2,930,452. 

3. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign, in substantially the same form as 
attached hereto, a Non-Exclusive Access and License Agreement between the State of Nevada, acting through 
the Nevada Division of State Lands, for and on behalf of the Nevada Army National Guard, and the Authority 
for use of real property necessary to construct, operate, and maintain Authority water facilities within Garnet 
Valley, and authorize a fair market value payment in an annual amount not to exceed $128,780 for the term 
of the agreement. 

4. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign the First Amendment to Lease Agreement 
between the Colorado River Commission of Nevada and the Authority for office space on the 11th floor of the 
Molasky Corporate Center for a two-year term beginning July 1, 2026, and authorize two additional one-year 
extensions. 

5. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign, in substantially the same form as attached 
hereto, an amendment to the existing Option Agreement between Townsite Solar 2 LLC and the Authority to provide 
solar power transmission services. 

 

 

 



SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY – MINUTES – FEBRUARY 19, 2026 – PAGE TWO 

6. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize the General Manager to sign Change Order No. 3 to the Voluntary Septic 
Conversion Program contract with Menichino Construction LLC for the conversion of existing septic systems to 
public sewer for an increased amount not to exceed $2,500,000, authorize a total change order contingency not to 
exceed $250,000, and increase the contract time by 133 calendar days. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Gibson made a motion to approve staff’s recommendations. The motion was approved. 

BUSINESS AGENDA 

7. For Possible Action: Approve the removal of the minimum required gallons saved to be eligible for Water Efficient 
Technologies projects, which will enable the Authority to better incentivize smaller-scale projects by expanding 
rebate availability, resulting in additional consumptive water use savings. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Jones made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation. The motion was approved. 

8. For Possible Action: Approve and authorize an increase to the Water Smart Landscapes Program rebate 
for Enterprise customers from $2.00 per square foot to $5.00 per square foot for the first 10,000 square 
feet of grass converted to water efficient landscaping and from $1.00 to $1.50 for every square foot 
thereafter for both functional and non-functional turf projects. 

FINAL ACTION:  Director Diaz made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation. The motion was approved. 

9. For Information Only: Receive an update from staff on water resources including, but not limited to, 
drought conditions in the Colorado River Basin, conservation programs and initiatives, activities on the 
Colorado River, and water resource acquisition and development.  

Colby Pellegrino, Deputy General Manager - Resources, gave a presentation. A copy of her presentation is attached to 
these minutes.  

Director Diaz asked for a hydrology comparison between 2025 and 2026. Ms. Pellegrino said that the current outlook 
for 2026 appears to be like 2025, but the model assumes that the system receives average precipitation and snowpack 
for the remainder of the year. If 2026 remains hot and dry, the levels will continue to decline. 

John Entsminger, General Manager, said that he had accompanied Governor Lombardo to Washington, D.C. for a 
meeting with the other six Basin States governors and the Secretary of the Interior to discuss the Colorado River. He 
said that productive discussions were had at the meeting, but the seven states still did not reach an agreement before the 
federal deadline of February 14. He did not believe there would be dire consequences for not meeting the deadline as 
there are other future deadlines that still provide the states with an opportunity to reach an agreement. 

Director Diaz commended the Las Vegas Valley Water District for using metering technology to notify customers of 
potential leaks. She had received calls from constituents stating their appreciation for being contacted by the Water 
District. She said that proactive approach in contacting customers helped the community to conserve water.  

NO ACTION REQUIRED 

 
Public Comment 
Keith Kennedy spoke concerning septic waivers. He said he owns a home on a septic system and a vacant lot in rural 
east Henderson. He said that he was unable to develop his vacant parcel due to the lack of sewer infrastructure in the 
area and the AB 220 restrictions on septic installation. He said that potentially revised regulations from the Southern 
Nevada Health District put his current septic system in jeopardy.  

 

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 9:27 a.m.  

Copies of all original agenda items and minutes, including all attachments, are on file at the  
Las Vegas Valley Water District, 1001 South Valley View Boulevard, Las Vegas, Nevada. 
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NEW SERVICE POINTS (LVVWD)
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New LVVWD Service Points
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January 2026 SNWA water use was lower 
than 2025 and the 3-year average.
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SNWA WATER USE

* The change in Henderson and SNWA water usage would have been lower without the addition of 
service to Black Mountain Industrial Complex, which was previously served by Basic Water Company. 10
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January 2026 SNWA water use was
lower than 2025 and the 3-year average.
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Colorado River consumptive use through January 2026
was below 2025 and the 3-year average.
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WATER SMART LANDSCAPES
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Homeowner applications for January 2026 are up slightly over 
2025, but  down significantly compared to recent years. 
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WATER SMART LANDSCAPES
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2025 Enterprise WSL applications
are on par with recent prior years.

TREE PROGRAMS

The SNWA offers a tree incentive for WSL participants and is 
partnering with local nonprofits to create shade in our community. 

SNWA Tree Enhancement Program
• WSL participants installed approximately 8,500 

new trees since program launch, creating more 
than 3.7 million sf. of new tree canopy at maturity 
(~350 trees installed to date in 2026).   

Nonprofit Partnership
• ImpactNV installed approximately 1,380 trees in 

high-heat low-income areas. 
• Nevada Plants is gearing up for SNWA-supported 

tree planting efforts. ImpactNV Tree Plantings, 2025

Water Smart Landscapes (WSL):
• Summerlin North Community Assn., ~94,500 sf. 
• CCSD, Woodbury Middle School, ~92,200 sf. 
• West Sahara Community Assn., ~90,600 sf.  

18

CONVERSION HIGHLIGHTS

Top Enrollments for January
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SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA ITEM 
April 16, 2026 

 
JJE:CNP:KH:JS;ta 
Attachment: Resolution  
 

AGENDA 
 ITEM # 2 

Subject: 
Grant Proposal Resolution  

Petitioner: 
Colby N. Pellegrino, Deputy General Manager, Resources 

Recommendations: 
That the Board of Directors approve a resolution authorizing the submission of a grant proposal 
to the Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources’ Conserve Nevada Program 
to seek funding for a wildfire mitigation project at the Warm Springs Natural Area, and, if 
awarded, authorize the General Manager, or his designee, to enter into any future funding 
agreement for the project.  

 
Fiscal Impact: 
If the grant proposal is awarded, the Authority will receive funds from the Nevada Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources of up to $96,000. A cost share amount of up to $89,585 is 
included in the Authority’s Operating Budget and funds for future year expenditures will be 
budgeted accordingly.  

Background: 
The Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) recently announced 
available funding for its Conserve Nevada Program. This program funds projects that support 
conservation and outdoor recreation in Nevada.  
 
In accordance with eligibility requirements, the Board of Directors is being asked to approve a 
resolution authorizing the submission of a grant proposal to DCNR. The proposal requests $96,000 
in grant funding to support wildfire mitigation at the Warm Springs Natural Area. If awarded, the 
Authority would provide cost share in an amount not to exceed $89,585.  
 
Approval of this item approves the resolution and authorizes the General Manager, or his designee, 
to enter into any future funding agreements if any funding is awarded.  
 
This approval is authorized pursuant to NRS 277.180 and Sections 6(o) and 6(j) of the SNWA 
1995 Amended Cooperative Agreement. The office of the General Counsel has reviewed and 
approved the resolution.  



RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR  
WILDFIRE MITIGATION GRANT FUNDING TO THE NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF 

CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

WHEREAS, the Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources is soliciting 
proposals and may provide financial assistance to Nevada political subdivisions and other eligible 
organizations through the Conserve Nevada Program to implement projects that support conservation and 
outdoor recreation in Nevada; and  

WHEREAS, the Conserve Nevada Program specifically allows for project proposals that support 
wildfire mitigation and restoration projects; and  

WHEREAS, the Southern Nevada Water Authority (Authority) is responsible for the maintenance 
and management of the Warm Springs Natural Area; and  

WHEREAS, the Authority will benefit significantly from financial assistance to support wildfire 
mitigation efforts in Southern Nevada.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Authority’s Board of Directors agrees, authorizes, 
and verifies: 

1. That, if awarded, the Authority's General Manager, John J. Entsminger, or his designee, upon 
subsequent approval by the Board of Directors, has the authority to enter into an assistance 
agreement or similar agreement on behalf of the Authority with the Nevada Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources for Conserve Nevada Program funding.

2. That the Authority’s application requesting $96,000 to support its proposed project, Warm 
Springs Natural Area Wildfire Mitigation, has been reviewed and approved by appropriate 
Authority staff, and its Board of Directors supports its submission to the Nevada Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources Nevada Water Conservation Conserve Nevada Program.

3. That the application includes a funding plan that outlines the Authority's ability to contribute up 
to $89,585 and that, if awarded, the Authority has the financial capability to provide the cost 
share, as specified in the funding plan.

4. That, if awarded, the Authority will work with the Nevada Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources to meet established deadlines for entering into an assistance agreement or 
similar agreement.

Introduced and passed this 16th day of April 2026. 

Attest:  Southern Nevada Water Authority 

_______________________________  _________________________________ 
John J. Entsminger, Secretary   Marilyn Kirkpatrick, Chair 

_________________________________ 
Gregory J. Walch, General Counsel 



SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA ITEM 
April 16, 2026 

 
JJE:CNP:ZLM:AJB:nh 
Attachment: Agreement 
 

AGENDA 
 ITEM # 3 

Subject: 
Agreement 

Petitioner: 
Colby N. Pellegrino, Deputy General Manager, Resources 

Recommendations: 
That the Board of Directors approve and authorize the General Manager to enter into an 
agreement, in substantially the same form as attached hereto, between Green Chips, a Nevada 
non-profit corporation dba ImpactNV, and the Authority to support shade tree plantings and to 
help fund the project for an amount not to exceed $500,000. 

Fiscal Impact: 
Funds requested for current year expenditures are available in the Authority’s Operating Budget. 
Funds for future expenditures will be budgeted accordingly.  

Background: 
Buildings, roads and parking lots absorb and re-emit the sun’s heat, creating areas of higher 
temperature commonly referred to as urban heat island (UHI). Like climate change, UHI causes 
increased energy consumption for cooling, elevated emissions of air pollutants and greenhouse 
gases associated with increased cooling demands, and water quality changes due to disruptions in 
stormwater runoff and absorption. UHI can also negatively impact human health and safety, 
particularly among vulnerable populations.  
 
The number of trees in particular areas often correlate to socioeconomic factors. According to the 
Tree Equity Score Analyzer developed by American Forests, there are significant disparities in 
tree canopy coverage in our community. Generally, higher income neighborhoods have more trees 
and lower income neighborhoods have fewer trees.  
 
Local municipalities and other partners are focused on ways to increase Southern Nevada’s urban 
tree canopy coverage, particularly in the underserved areas most vulnerable to climate impacts. As 
part of the proposed agreement, the Authority will work with Green Chips (ImpactNV) to install 
trees in areas where resident populations are most vulnerable to extreme heat. Under a prior 
agreement approved by the Board of Directors on July 20, 2023, ImpactNV coordinated the 
installation of more than 1,300 trees in areas of need. This agreement will build upon those efforts. 
 
If approved, the Authority will consult with ImpactNV to determine appropriate planting locations 
and types of trees for installation and authorize funds to support planting projects. Planting sites 
will include high-use areas to maximize public benefits such as schools, parks and recreation 
centers, commerce and community centers, mass transit terminals, high-traffic pedestrian routes, 
and residential community common areas.  
 
This agreement is being entered into pursuant to Section 6(i) and 6(p) of the SNWA 1995 Amended 
Cooperative Agreement. The office of the General Counsel has reviewed and approved the 
agreement.  

















SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA ITEM 
April 16, 2026 

 
JJE:CNP:db 
Attachments: None 
 

AGENDA 
 ITEM # 4 

Subject: 
Update on Water Resources 

Petitioner: 
Colby N. Pellegrino, Deputy General Manager, Resources 

Recommendations: 
That the Board of Directors receive an update from staff on water resources including, but not 
limited to, drought conditions in the Colorado River Basin, conservation programs and 
initiatives, activities on the Colorado River, and water resource acquisition and development. 

Fiscal Impact: 
None by approval of the above recommendation.  

Background: 
Since 2000, the Colorado River Basin has been experiencing severe drought conditions affecting 
90 percent of Southern Nevada’s water supplies.  Persistent drought has led the Authority to launch 
initiatives and investments in new infrastructure, conservation programming, water resource 
development, and water banking to provide reliable and safe water supplies for the community. 
 
To keep the Board of Directors apprised of related activities, this agenda items provides for an 
update from staff on the drought and preparedness activities, conservation programs and 
initiatives, activities on the Colorado River, and water resource acquisition and development. 
 
The office of the General Counsel has reviewed and approved this agenda item. 
 



SOUTHERN NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AGENDA ITEM 
April 16, 2026 

 
JJE:PJ:MSH:LR:kn 
Attachments: None 
 

AGENDA 
 ITEM # 5 

Subject: 
Budget Workshop 

Petitioner: 
Paul Johnson, Chief Financial Officer 

Recommendations: 
That the Board of Directors receive an overview and discuss the Fiscal Year 2026/27 Tentative 
Budget for the Southern Nevada Water Authority. 

Fiscal Impact: 
None by approval of the above recommendation.  

Background: 
The Southern Nevada Water Authority conducts an annual budget workshop to provide the Board 
of Directors with the opportunity to receive an overview of the upcoming fiscal year budget. This 
workshop is intended to facilitate discussion regarding the Authority’s budget prior to the budget 
hearing held in May.  
 
At this time, the Board is being asked to receive an overview of the Fiscal Year 2026/27 Tentative 
Budget for the Southern Nevada Water Authority.  
 
The office of the General Counsel has reviewed and approved this agenda item. 
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